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Abbreviation  
The shortened version of a word  
plane/aeroplane, PE (Physical 
Education)  
 

 

Adjective  
A word that describes a noun  
windy day, colossal giant  
 

 

Adverb  

A word that describes a verb  
 slowly, angrily, fiercely  

 

Alliteration  

A phrase with words that begin with 

the same phoneme/sound  

 Slimy slugs slither slowly  
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Antonym  
A word with a meaning opposite to 
another  
hot/cold, light/dark  
 

 

Article  

A word linked to a noun  

a, an, the  
 

Ascender  

Many letters have the same height,  
e.g. a, c, e.  

Some letters have parts which extend 

above this, e .g. b, d, h. These parts are 

called ascenders . 

Blending  

Combining phonemes to make 

clusters, syllables or words  

f - l - a- g = flag  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clause  

A part of a sentence which 

includes a verb.  

Connectives / conjunctions 
Words and phrases used to link sentences 
and clauses 
e.g. after, next, because, also, however, 
just then 
 

Command  
A word, phrase or sentence 
which gives an order. 

Compound word  

A word made up of two 

other words  

football, playground  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consonant  
All letters except the five 
vowels are consonants  
b, c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, 
q, r, s, t, v, w, x, y, z  
 

Digraph  
Two letters representing one phoneme  
bath; train  
 

Contraction  

A word which is shortened, or 

two words reduced into one  

do not = don't  

cannot = can't  
 

Descender  
Many letters have the same height, 

eg a, c, e. Some letters extend below 

this, eg g, j, p. These parts are called 

descenders. 

Direct Speech 

Spoken words within a text.  

 “Dinner’s ready” called Dad. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grapheme  
Written representation of a 
sound; this may consist of one 
or more letters  

  ch, a, th  
 

Main Clause  

The main part of a sentence. The 

main clause makes sense on its own. 

 

Homophone  
Words which sound the same but have 
different meaning  
their/there/theyôre, hare/hair  
 

Imperative  
A sentence which constitutes a 
request for action  
Walk sensibly, please.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Metaphor  
Where the writer writes about something 
as if it were something else  

 The wind was a howling wolf.  
 

Onomatopoeia  

Words which echo sounds 

associated with their meaning  
clang, hiss, crash, bang  
 

Morpheme 

The smallest unit of meaning- 
suffixes and prefixes are 
morphemes: un, ing 

Noun  
A name of a person, place, object or 
thing  

 Guildford, school, John, rabbit  
 

Merrow and Bob are Proper Nouns 

(specific names) and begin with a 

capital letter 

 

Noun phrase 
 
A noun expanded 
with one or more 
adjectives e.g. the 
small, scared boy. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paragraph  

A section of a piece of writing. A 

new paragraph marks a change of 

focus, a change of time, a change 

of place or a change of speaker . 

Phrase: 
Two or more words which act as one unit: 

 As soon as possible 
 In the garden 
 By the chair 

 

Personification  

A form of metaphor in which language relating to 

human action, motivation and emotion is used to refer 

to objects or abstract concepts  

The trees sighed in the gentle breeze.  
 

Phoneme  

The smallest unit of sound ï a 

phoneme can be represented by 

one or more letters  

ch, p, ay, igh  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plural  

A form of verb, noun or 

pronoun which indicates 

more than one  
 foxes, bags, cherries, children  

 

Pronoun  
A word used instead of a noun 
or noun phrase  
he, I, you, they  
 

Prefix  

A morpheme which can be added to 

the beginning of a word to change 

its meaning  

 un, pre, dis  
 

Preposition  
A small word in front of a noun, 
often indicating direction or 
place  
on, under, between, for  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question  
A sentence ending with a 
question mark which requires a 
response. 

Sentence  
A sentence is a unit of written language 

which makes sense on its own It starts 

with a capital letter and ends with either 

a full stop, question mark or exclamation 

mark. 

Root word  

A word to which prefixes and suffixes 

may be added to make other words  
clear/unclear, talk/talking  
 

Segmenting  

Breaking a word into phonemes  

chat = ch a t  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement  
A sentence that is neither a 
command nor question. 

Suffix  

A morpheme which is added 

to the end of a word  

ed, ing, er, ly  
 

Simile  
Comparing a subject to something else  
as strong as an ox 
 
 

Subordinate Clause  

This gives more information about the 

main clause. It does not make sense on 

its own.  

As I was walking along the road,  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Syllable  
Each beat in a word is a syllable  
su-per, want-ed, list-en-ing  
 

Verb  

An action or doing 

word  

walk, whispered, 

floated  
 

Synonym  
Words that have the same or very similar 
meaning  
big, huge, gigantic, enormous  
 

Tense  
The tense tells us when 
something is happening  
past  
present  
future  
 

Vowel  
There are five 
vowels: 
a, e, i, o, u  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

' APOSTROPHE  
To show possession  
Used for contraction  
Ann's handbag (the handbag 
which belongs to Ann)  
he'll (he will) you're (you 
are)  
He'll be happy if you're kind 
to him.  
 

: Colon 
To introduce a list(however the 
sentence should be grammatically 
correct and able to stand alone) 

 I like fruit: bananas, apples and 
pears. 

  
 

( ) BRACKETS  
Additional information added to 
a main sentence  
Her teddy (which she'd had 
since childhood) was worth a 
great deal.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

, COMMA  
To separate items in a list  
To separate clauses or information 
in a sentence  
I bought an apple, a banana 
and a pear.  
The cat, who was ginger, sat 
on the mat.  
After going to the cinema, I 
went bowling.  
 

é.. ELLIPSIS  

To show the passing of time, a 

flashback or to build suspense  

It was a dark, stormy night é.  

The Romans were ready to 

attack é..  
 

- DASH  
To add extra information to a 

simple sentence  
The oak tree in the field 

was dangerous - a branch had 
to be removed.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

! EXCLAMATION MARK  
To indicate surprise, 
excitement, loud volume, 
humour or a command  
Stop!  
I can't believe it!  
 

- HYPHEN  

A punctuation mark which 
links two words or parts of 
words  
semi -circle  
fire -fighter  
 

. FULL STOP  

To show the end of a sentence  

For abbreviations  

Bushy Hill School  is 

situated in Merrow .  

R. S. P. C. A.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? QUESTION MARK  
Used at the end of a sentence 
to show it is a question  
How can I improve my 
punctuation?  
What time does the match 
begin?  
 

" " SPEECH MARKS OR INVERTED 

COMMAS  

To show when someone is speaking.  

For a quotation  

"It is a beautiful day for a game 

of croquet," exclaimed Jemima.  

I like this book, especially where 

it says, "munch, munch, munch!"  
 

; SEMI-COLON  
When two sentences are closely linked, 
a semi-colon can be used instead of a 
full stop  
It was a really windy day; the 
leaves on the trees were starting 
to fall to the ground.  
 



 
 


